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D1 Milano U = B OAT

Say it with me: ltalo Fontana. This mellifluously Italian name
belongs to the founder of U-Boat, a Tuscan-based company
making watches you can spot from a mile away. U-Boat watches, in
other words, tend to have a dramatic presence in both size and
design. The name and brand concept seem to draw upon the
so-called “canteen” watches of World War || that featured a crown
cap for water resistance and an attachment to prevent it getting
lost. Though young as a watchmaker, the brand itself refers to
inspiration from Fontana's grandfather having worked on a
“commission from the ltalian Navy in 1942.”

D1 MILANO

Based in Milan, D1 (as in “the one”) seems
rooted in the fashion watch sector more so
than enthusiast culture, taking heavy
influence from the iconic Audemars Piguet
Royal Oak. It's an approach that might've j
looked derivative in the past, but today

everyone's doing it. Its take on the style

manifests in a range of affordable quartz

watches, as well as those powered by

mechanical movements among its lineup.

D1’s Sketch Watch grabbed attention with

its take on a popular trend of applying out-

lines to physical products creating a hand- U-Boat U-65
drawn, cartoon-like, Instagrammable effect. (5§2,200)
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